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AMERICAN SAMOA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TOGIOLA ).A. TULAFONO . .
Governor P.O. Box PPA ‘ TOAFA F‘TI‘);” :::’GAE FH.D.
AFTOMHLI ' 1% SUNIA Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 _ Pous: (684 6332304
. L. Gowernor : " e
] Admin. Fax: (684) 633-5715

Programs Fax: (684) 633-5801

09 January 2008

Carl Goldstein

American Samoa Program Manager

Pacific Islands Office, CED-6

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
- 75 Hawthome Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Re:  Request for technical assistance
Deur Mr. Goldstein:

My staff recently completed sitc inspections in responsc to a catastrophic refcase of diesel fucl al
the COS Samoa Packing cannery facility in American Samoa. The investigation included
several meetings and sile inspections that included canncry personnel, ASEPA staff, and U.S
Coast Guard personnel, conducted 04-07 January 2008. The overall conclusion from these
investigations is that COS Samoa Packing had a catastrophic release of approximately 4200
gallons of No. 2 fuel oil (diesel), of which approximately 4000 gallons was rccovered during
response actions. Approximately 200 gallons of fuel is unaccounted for, and my staff indicates
that this amount is likely part of residues in sumps, channels, piping, and on concrete floors.
Cleanup activilics continue and it is expected that residues will be climinated at the earliest
possible date. COS Samou Packing has engaged a prolessional environmental response team to
assist with cleanup activitics. See attached correspondence for details of this event.

During our inspections, some important issues were discovered that are related to the spill cvent,
for which we request your assistance. First, COS Samoa Packing opcrated wastewater discharge
activities through the joint cannery outfall without operation of the dissolved air floatation
(DAF) in operation, for the period of their anmual holiday shutdown. Second, our staff
determined that there is a high likelihood that underground piping from the bulk fuel oil storage
tank (located dockside) is leaking fuel. Our inspections verified that there is an oil sheen that 15
discharged from roof storm drain piping, that crosses near the buried fuel lines. '

Overall, there appears to be several issues and potential violations that arc rclevant to the COS

Spilt Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan (SPCC). We request your assistance Lo
determinc what further action is necessary to resolve this issue in favor ol regulatory compliance.
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Please contact me at your earlicst convenience to discuss the results of this investigation in
detail.

cc: Fa’amao Asalele, ASEPA
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